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R om. XI.. 4; | 


1 beſeech you therefore, Brethren, by the Mercies of 
' God, That you: preſent your Bodies a Living Sa- 
crifice , " oly, Acceptable unto.God, which is your 
Reaſonable Service: & \ | 


Yf Neratitude is a Vice abominated- by all 
' thar-pretend to meer Morality ; noGene- 
d rous or Ingenuous Soul will be guilty of 
it; and allthe World will own, The more 
AS we arc Obliped, the preater our Return 
MAT of Thanks ſhould be. This Men gene- 
- * rally obſerve to one another, © but very 

much negle& it to Heaven: To Them, we expreſs. our 

| Grateful Thoughts in the beſt Words and Language our 
Fancies can ſuggeſt, for ſmall and trivial Obligations ; but 

"do take litrleor 'no notice of the Vaſt Number of Mercics 
which we daily receive from Almighty God.. He is the 

great Fountain whence all our Bleſſings do ſpring and flow; 

' from His full Hand, by His Permiſſion, and not by Chance 
'or Accidehts, have we received all our Enjoyments ; and 
* all that He requires is, 'To ſhew our. Thankfulneſs by our 
Holy and Regenerate Lives; to have a true ſence of His 

Benighity, and to walk Anſwerable to the Favours He con- 

 fers upon us. And ſurely, 'it we have-not laſt all Seatr 
ments of Gratitude and Horouy , of Reaſon.and Religion, 

His Goodnets will tead' us ro Repentance, . and His great 
iS B Bounty 
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Bounty and Munificence will make us offer up the In 
cenſe of Prayers and Praiſes; and we will not only ren 
der Him the Calves of our Lips, but in a Grateful Memo” 
ry of His Unſpeikable Obligations, preſent our very Br 
dies a Living Sac: ifice unto Him, which alas is but a Smal 
and Reatonable Return &: Service for,His great Vouchſafe: 
ments : Which that You (who have received ſuch Signal 
and Unparallel'd Mcrcies). may with all willingneſs -per- 
form, let me thjs day uſe the Apoſtles Exhortation, 
T beſeech you therefore, Brethren, by the Mercies of God, That 
You preſent youy BoYhes a Living \Sacrhjfice, Faly, Acqeprable 
unto Ged, which u yeur Reaſonable Service. In which Words 
you may obſerve theſe four things : 
1. An Importunate and Pathetic Exhortation or Entrea- 
ty, {beferch yan; Brethitn oro 0 os 
2. The Argument by which he .cxharts\themy, *Zhe Mer- 
cies of God | 
'3- The A& or Duty to which he Exhorts ,. a/ Sacrifice, 
Preſent your Bodies a Sacrifice... | .q. - - | 
4. The Qualifications or Propertyes of-that Sacrificg. it 
mult he! Living, Holy, Acceptable, or Reqſonable. = * 
"1; An Exhortation, reg4#aa#, Which fignifies to pray, to 
horr, and call urgently to a thing. In which you ſee the 
 preat?Meckneſs and Humility, the carneſt Importunity and 
affeQtionareZeal of St. Pau! , who-tho' he might Apoſtoli- 
cally Command, yet he Paſſionately..Entreats. Kind and 
afteftionate Words work more upon Ingenuous Spirits, than 
Rough and Severe Menaces ; and therefore the wiſe Apo- 
: ſle courrs them tobe Holy, in. moſt Fervent and Endear- 
ing Language. Which.is a fair Precedent for our Imitation, 
ro uſe a Zealous Meekneſs, Gentle Methods, and Paſſionate 
Perſwaſions, tobring Men to Heaven. Sometimes to ſpeak 
in the ſii!l Voice of the Goſpel, and not always in the 
Thunerings and-Terrors of the Law. | The Almighty ap- 
peared ts E/ijah, tina Boff avd $154 Yorce,, 1 King 19. 12, 
; E 4 to 
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to-tedch - the: Prophet to avoid Paſſion and Anger, unto 
which he was naturally prone: He there ſhews him all: the: 
_—_— to bein a readineſs ro deſtroy Sinners ; but that 

noF; te: be, the :uſual procedure and. mannet of. His Provis: 
dence, :and. therefore He fpeaksin' a flijþ Vaico ;/. which: 
denotes the Mercy, Eenity, and Patience of Gdd;'in which 
Elijab and all good-Men ſhould itnitate Him, | And it alſo! 
intimates, T bat the Converſion of Sinners .is moreto b&de-: 
ſired;thart cheirPefiruftion.;-'The' fore fay, Z/ijab istherel 
ravght how-to Reform 'the Rebellious Zhaelires ; firlt, : to 
rend the Hearts! of Sinners, as the Wind'didthe Rocks and 
Mountains; and then, as the Fire, to conſume their Vices, 
2nd to. ſhew no Lenity til he ſhould feg-fomething of God 
appear.in-them, fone Reformation'in thyir Lives and Man: 
Recs. .- Bur more arc of the Grft Opinion, tho': they: would 
have no Countemarice given'to. them/ who continue obſti- 
nate in their Sins, for ſuch-Connivance:may 'make:chen 
grow ware ; bur fure *ci/pood 2o'mnitate the All:wiſh:Godz 
whe aſesEntreanies: before T hredtnings; .and has:inferred)in 
His: Word more Proclamations of Mercy, than: Deremcia: 
tions of Judgment. 

And this is our Apoſtles Mcthod, he Preaches the'Go. 
ſpel more than che Law, and: more frequently Defitesithan 
Threatens;: that out of a Filial Fear.and Love, .they miphe 
be reduced to Obedience ; but leaft that might nor prevail 
with all, he in ſome places denounces Damnation, and an 
Ecernal Excluſionfromthe Kingdom of Heaven. So thata 
Miniſter niuſt ſomaitnes preach. fudgment; and' ſometimes 
Mercy ; ſometimes Threaren.,.and ſometimes. Ceurt and 
Allure. 'And therefore I ſhajl now'moſt carneſtly befeech 
-you; as the holy Author of my Text did the Romans,” To 
Reform your Lives, to Preſerve your Bodics in all Purity, 
and {ffenthem-up to God?; and'the Argument I fhall:ufe, 
15 tho ſame with his, The Mercies of God ;"than-which noi 
can be 'freatcr, and is thefecoxd: ching to be: ſpokenot. 2 

B 2 Secondly, 
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« Secondly, The Argument by which he” exhorts | then; 
The 'Mercies of Gol. R115 | 
" And certainly , if with a Grateful Heart: we recolle& 
them, and.ſte how Many, -and how; Great they are; we' 
muſt'own our Tagratitude to'be exceeding fintul/it-we dorre- 
obey the Exhortation ; for His Mercids arc like 'Himſelf, 
Infinite. The Pfalmiſt tells you, They reach «nts and above 
the Heavens ; and :who then ſhall attemptco ſpeak of theni? 
Emight name ſome few : As your Creation'outvof Nothing, 
when He had no-need' of you, and making 'you Lords of 
all the'Creatures ;:His ſtamping you with his own Image, 

and giving you Rational Suuls, Immortal Spirits, which have 
an Affinity and Cognation ta Himſelf, who is alſo a. Spirit 5 
Hisplacing you in'perſe& Innoceney in Paradice;| 'and whety 
your Ingratitude and Ambition had thruſt you thence, He. 
more firmly bound you to Himſelf, by the Inſeparable 
Chains of His Unſpeakable —__ ſending His own Son: 
ro. Redeeni. you. - This was the Meicy of Mercies, which! 
juſUy: requires your Sacrifice : For how willingly did He 
ſubrait to all Ignominy and Reproach, to a'l Pain-and Tor- 
ture, nay, to Death ir ſelf, to Save you fromEternal Death? 
And will not you conſecrate your Lives to His Service, and 
do'all you can to pleaſe Him ?' How: Grateful! was 7erew- 
tius tothe Brave Scipio, for Redeeming him out of this Car- 
thaginian Bondage ? And how Nobly did Ceſar grarifie 
one, Who oper'd his Breſt, and ſhew'd him the Wounds. he 
receiv'd in Defence of his Perſon at Afiumt. And ſhall we 
make no Returns.to our Dear F ES@S,' | who received 
fo many Bloody Wounds for. us on'Mount Catvary. > 'Can 
you ſee His Blood trickling'froni His Crown of Thorns, 
His Hands Nailed, and His Side Pierced, .His Naked Body 
expoſed to the View of the Rabble, and made a Bloody Sa- 
 c:ifice for you > And won't :you Sacrifice your ſelyes to 
Him, 2 Shall I flight that Man who'cuts a Paſſage through 
a Surrounding Troop for my Eſcape in a Battel 2 Whar Re- 


turn 
$ 
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turn can I make preat.enough for ſo Generous a Preſerva- 
tion of -my Life 2 And what then ſhall I offer, to my Savi- 
our ? A jull and perk Conformity to this Text, exaCt 
and uniform Obedience to, all His Comtyands , is ſurely 
the leaſt 4; can render. unto Him,. for giving me.Life here, 
ahd obtaining Erernal Lite for me hereafter. | 
.. I might name fome other Mercigs, .as the Giſts and 
Graces: of the Holy Ghoſt, the ſecret Whiſperings of that 
ble Spirit, .apd . the , Checks oi. rhe q n{cience, which 
He has placed as. His Subſlitute, and. Vicegerent ig" the 

ody. The Attendance and Miniſtration of Angels, who 
are every where, and Encamp about them that fear God : 
They protect you from..your Spiritual Enemies, they are 
your Guardians, and ori 298 fra the Rage 4nd Fury 
of evil Spirits, who Night and Day aſſault you with vari- 
ous Temptations, and are molt ſubtile, vigilant, and inde- 
fatigable in. their Onfets and Deſigns ; but are: reſtrained 
by the kind Iaterpoſition of Angels z, ſoon would they exe- 
cute their Malice upon us, did-nor theſe good Spirits driye 
them away .: And. undoubredly wg. ſhauld yield, ro thei 
Injeftions, and fall into many Sins, did not God, by.the 
Infuſions of His Grace, and-.the Impulſes of His Angels, 
deliver ys from them. The Greatneſs of which Mercy will 


ſoon, appear, it . you conſider; your pwn , Frailty. and ,Weak- 


neſs, ard the Dreadful Condition y6u, Would be in, were 
you leſt deſtituto of their Guardianſhip, and lay naked and 

open fo the Malicious Attempts of thoſe Helliſh De- 

_ YOUrers. wes 15 7a 1:29» q _ THEAT ; 

;.-. It were eadleſs.tomentign your. Corporal Mercies, your 
Strength and Health; your Vigorous Conſtitution and Tem- 
perament of Body , the, Noble Faculties of the Underſtan- 
dingand the Will; .and alſo your Worldly Bleflings, your 
Plenty and Proſperity, and all the,orher-Temporal Enyoy- 
ments which He beſtows uppn you; your Wives, your.Chil. 
dren and Rglations, You may as well count the Stars, and 

number 
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nba the Gthiks of Sha," 5% the Hniny policeve partien” 
ER bh tes and Day, at Home and __ 
in Sickneſs and in Health, you have re& 


Lhd, in 
by pa fot If wif Mar 
Remei WHO allo his" ive Wikies, "your Uminjunity 
and Deliverance: Iron thafe Miferies which romargt=——— 
How many Tpend. their Days in Turkiſh Slavery arid' 
dage ? Sorne fig h.oot their Doteftl Minutes wich the hea 
urls of Heir nafſe Chaits'; ppc" fiow Tatfpulſh' off 
Vit ick Beds, * "with mt Violent 'and tte Diſterh! 
pers, ard groan and roar with intollerable- tormetiting 
$6 Some crawl from dodt co door, and dye fot want 
To fic ; ther Necellartes; and is it 'not His Mer- 
Ao ia. ar \Jop * re, nok itt oe {rite Cohidi- 


Wy i nd if you  reckog Fs Niridiial and Pablic Miri 


which now, enjoy, you! at ſoo 'c6nfels;, Thar they moſt 
OY, FP in þ of To and Obſer 
Ention mp * 


= lands Fiery 
A, Volbrh hab cat neyer Ee Enoupt nk Om to 
mind the Feat atid Col We h, the te zard and im. 
minent” Dah hg r you. Were ih; wheri'the' Whole Kingdom 
Was/ Armed againſt you? H6W, lParigel y vets Fourthen 
dejeted 77 And" WH little Hopes had" th ' b&ſng*De- 
livers our- of the Hands of . your" inveterare "Fnenties. 
Bur did not dur good God make i way for your Efcape 2 


Ang when you fled f m gar Plentiful H vrarion$/ etc 
ay Tho RAB VPN fy Bi Rd and 
run ho 7 Reiev 1 by ph 3k Note 'ORatifa- 


"bte' Kingdom of. Fo Hu "About: Sixry Thodfarid'Pourid 
_ Fey tet is vaſt Sis i Privite/Cha- 

Man's 6 COR ON 86s 'Baunvy'or che; WARE 11! 

Wi : His SEP Fly "Ar tit ec; 7 a Ml 
"hs Shared thereid, ahifrke hold Nation; as foot as tis 
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Able, ought -to repay it to God: Page, in Public 
ron aa Jornw | an 4c Poet eags of 
. their . Thankiulnes , for - that Kind ang Scaſonable Re- 
In e. | - : - })i:" £02 
... | Thus Merciſul was opr Gracious God unto; us ; Fhus Were 
þiþey, Toppoxeed whp needed, ir, in. a Grapge Lang; from 
whence, , by the Coprage and Conduth ofi our Great Cyrus 
and his Invincible Armies, He hath þroughe us, as He. did 
_ His Ancient People the Jews, into cur own Countrey, and 
{rid us again. in Peace. : The Sword,” which cur. down: all 
before jt, is now ſheath'd; and: no Cries, and Hamentations 
are-heard jnany pert of the. Kingdom: Your. Laws run in 
_ their old- Channel, and you have: yowr Judges, as at the 
firſt ; and your Counſellors, as at the beginning. - We are. al- 
to Reſtored to. our Churches, which wer Hel Deſecrand 
'and Prefancd ; And, blcſled .be the Lord, the. Goſpel .is 
Preach'd throughout the whole Nation ; -eyen in. the Deſo- 
late and Waſte Countreys, where the Poor. Clergy have 
ſcarce Bread to ear. | SD od ho Lot 
_ All which, and many other Unſpeakable Mercies, if, you 
with duc Thankſulgeſs conſider, and:think how. arher. Na- 
tions are now weltring in their own Blood, haraſs'd ,with 
Wars, Terrors, and Confuſtons; and groaning under the 
Infupportable Yoak of Popery and Slavery, of French, Ty- 
ranny and Arbitrary Power-; you'l then, own, That your 
Undeſerved Peace and Plenty, and all your other Bleſſings, 
do juſtly exaCt aSacrifice of Thankſgiving, and will break 
outinto Davies holy Exclamation, O give Thanks unto the 
Lord, call wpon Flis Name, make known His Deeds among the 
People, Plal, CV.x. Yow'll proclaim His Fayaurs, and .di- 
vulge His Bleſſings, and in trueGratitude will dedicate your 
ſelves untq Him, as a Living Sacrifice. 
This His Mercies require, and *cis the leaſt we can do. 
Take we then P/aciJas Advice to the Emperour Theodofaue, 
_ See what you have been, and to. what God has rais'd you, 


and 


* 
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, and propdition your tif echt, I He has 'Ad- 
' Vane i rn} 6.) WA anly 


"Riches and Honours,” for Health and Strength, 'for Parts 
and bY Hes for Public or Private-Mercies ; Let 


* FYout'Fha the'thirg Confficuous. © If He has 
''Jone more {62 Y mk 2 tier” Nitibns; be fure ro be 
"ore Thankful,” National Mercies 'tequire' Natjonal Re- 
turns of Duty and Obedience. Remember then the Pe- 
rils you were in , your Aftoniſhing and almoſt Mirfcalous 
Vittories by Sea and Land; ahd,the grear' Seafonia 
of them; God''grantmp; them in rhevery Nick of Time 
' when they ſeem'd moft Doubrfal and Uncertain: And let 
your Thanks be fuirable ro the Grearneſs'of them; - Let 
your Praiſes dajly'aſcend ro Heaven, that His Merciesmay 
daily (ng: ov you : ” And Jer 'me_ intreat you to ſet 
' apart” me # (= icular Days every. Month or Week,” to 
reckon up the Kindneſſes of God to you, your Families, 
and the Kingdoms whercin you'live: And reſolve that in- 
ſtead of the Sacrifices which, were uſed under the' Law, 
- you will'now Conſecrate your whole Bodies, quickned. by 
the' Power of the Hbly Ghoſt, a” Living Sacrifice unto 
him. | | 
Sach will pleaſe him better than whole Hecatombs of 
Oxen, Rivers of Oyl, and Thouſands'of Sheep; are fiot fo 
| acceptable as the'Incence of Praiſes,and Adorarions,' which 
riſe from fervent and devour Hearts. If we omit this,our Tn- 
gratitude will ſtop his Hand, and dry up the Streams of his 
Goodnefs : He will be avenged upon us for our Unworthi- 
* nels ; and out National and Particular Unthapkfulriels will 
bring down National and Particular Punifhinients. , Behold 
- therefore the 'Mercies which are Paſt; thoſe which you 
Now Enjoy, and thoſe which you Hope for hereafter ;. and 
ler. all .chefe make. you obey the Exhorration , _ and preſent 
your Bodies a Living Sacrifice" unto Gol: Which is the 
Third Thing r6 be diſcoutsd on, NNN 
_—_ Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, The AC or Duty to be performed, a Sacrifice; 
Preſent your Bodies a Brving Sacrifice: | 

Chriſt offered up Himſelf an Expiatory Sacrifice for Sin, 
upon the Croſs, and that put an End to all, Zeb. XI. 12. 
So that there is no more ſhedding of Blood for Sin, all be- 
ing finiſt'd by thoſe Precious Drops which fell from the Ho- 
ly FESTS, at His Crucifixion. But the Gratulatory 
Sacrifice is of Eternal Duration, and Conſtantly to be Per. 
formed, by a Solemn and Willing Dedication of the Bleſ- 
fings and Gifts of the World, the Mind, and the Body, to 
the Author and Giver of them: Such Offerings are called 
Sacrifices in Scripture; and how pleafing they are to Him, 
the Apoſile to the Hebrews will aſſure you, in Chap. XII. 
and Verſ 16. 7o do geod, and to diftribute, forget net ; for 
with ſuch Sacrifices Ged is well pleaſed In Gratitude to 
Him for Temporal and Worldly Bleſſings, we ſhculd 
chearſully beſtow a great part of what we have , upon His 


' poor Members, and willingly ſupply their crying Wants 


and Neceſlities : For is it not He who keeps us from fall- 
ing into their Wanrs and Miſeries > He makes the Diſtin- 
&ion between Them and Us : We are all of the fame 
Clay, and He-is the Potter; who makes ſome Veſlels 
more Honourable than others : What can we pretend to, that 
we ſhould be Exalted above them > *Tis wholly His A, 
His Favour and Goodneſs, for which He has Commanded 
us thus to expreſs our Thankſulneſs. 

And the Gifts and Graces of the Soul which he beſtows 


| en us, arcalſo to be made uſe of, to His Praiſe and Glo- 


ry. ' They are all His Gifts; all that is good in us, comes 
from Him ; and we have nething that we can call our 
Own, but our Sins ; for by Nature we are the Children 
of Wrath, prone and inclincd to all Evil ; but He infuſes 
Faith and Repentance, "Charity .and Love, Meekneſs and 
Hnrijility, and many other Graces, into us; and they muſt 
all be Employ'd in His Service, and Practifed tor His Ho- 

CG nour. 
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 __ nour, | Add our Corporal Gifts and Accompliſhments maſt 

« © be alſo Sacrificed unte Him, Our Youth and Vigour; 
our Health and Strength, and our Reaſon and Underſtand- 
mg ; all the Parts and Facukies of Body and Soul which He 
hath bleſſed us with, muſt beuſed to His Glory, ever doing 
that which is Acceptable in His ſight ; not regarding to dye 
for His Honour, but cheartully to Sacrifice our very Life 
unto Him, if by that any Glory may redound to His 
Great Name ; He having promiſed, That He will Recom- 
pence what we endure for Him, with av Exceeding and 
Eternal Weight of Glory ; and that, 7 we Suffer with Fim, 

we ſha al Reign with Him, 2 Tim. I (2. Rom. VIIL 


I7. | 

But the Apoſtle does. chieſly require. kere a Conſecra- 
tion of our Selves to the Worſhip and Service of God, a 
Sacrifice of Obedience ro His Commands, and a {ujl Per- 
formance of our Chriſtian Duty, that in Conſideration of 
the Mercies of God, we fhould Sacrifice our Luſts, Mor- 
tific our Paffions, . Regulate our Untuly Defres, and Con- 
form. our Wills to His, in all things ; and having thus 
Maſter*d our Selves, and Subduced our Evil Aﬀettions, we 
thould Offer up our Selves, both Souls and Bodies, unto 
Him, doing as He enjoyns, Rom. VI;:13. Not yielding our 
Members Inſtruments of Carighteouſneſs,' but giving up our 
Selves unto God,. as thoſe that are Aline from the Dead, and 
our Members Inſtruments of Righteouſneſs unto Ged > That 
as our Saviour Offer'd up Himſeit for us,. ſo ſhould we 
Offer up our-Selves vato Him. zo It no 
This Conqueſt over our ' Selves,. this Maſlery over our 
Corruptioens, and all- our Vitories over the Devil-and-- the 
World', are obtain'd -by His Preventing and by His 
Reſtraining: Grace, by the Influences of His Spirit, and 
His Conſtant Blefling. on our Vigorous: Reſiſtance. {And 
ſos the'Triumphs which He is pleas'd to give us over our 
Vicious! and Deceitful Hearts, and all our Spiritual Ene- 


mics, 


- % i 
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mies, we muſt _ willingly Sacrifice unto Him. The Ro- 
mans made Vidttims to their Gods for Conquering their 
Enemies; and the Grecians Erefted Trophies to. Theirs, in 
Memorial of their Victories ; And ſhall Chriſtians only 
be Unthankful ro their God, by whoſe Strength alone 
they overcome ? © The greater our Conqueſt, the greater 
ought our "Thakkfgivings td be : ' Burt to ger Maftery over 
our Selves, is the Nobleſt of all Viftories ; and the more 
Gratcful ought we therefore to be. They did it. ro the 
Falſe Gods, but we' do it-to the True God, the Great 
Creator of 'Heaven'and Earth; and'rtothing lefs than our 
Selves cah be fit for Him. And if we alſo remember how 
they Trimm'd: and Adorn'd their Sacrifices with Ribbons 
and Garlands, 'and gave. the Beſt and Faireſt they could 
fiad, to their Dietics ; 'it will teath us co Purifie our Hearts, 
and cleanſe out Bodies from a Filthineſs of Fleſh and Spi- 
rit, ſeeing they muſt be Offer'd up to the Great and only 
True God. | 

They muſt be exaftly Qualified and Adorned befors 
we bring them unto Him, and then muſt we Offer up All : 
A Part will not ſerve Him. My Sov, Give Me thy Heart, 
fays Solomon ; God will have the Whole Heart. The Sa- 
crifice was to be all conſumed upon the Altar, Lev. I. 9. to 
mtimate; That we muſt offer up the Whole Man, a Livin 
Sacrifice unto God, The Skin indeed was to be taken of 
and the Sacrifice was to be laig down Clean and Naked, ir 
being as it were the Banquet of Heaven. And fo ought we 
to put off all rhe Impurities and Uncleanneſſes which we 
have Contratted by Sin, and he alcogether Pure : For af 
Things are Naked, neither u there any Creature which is not 
manifeſt is His Sight, Heb. IV.13. The Lamb which was 
to be Offered, was to bs without Spot, not the leaſt De- 
formity in jt. - Some reckon Fifty Vices which made Beaſts 
unfit to be Offered under the Law ; which ſhould make us 


rake great 'Carg- of our Chriſtian Sacrifices under the Go- 


Cz ſpel, 
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ſpel, that they _y be as thoſe Sacrifices were then, with- 
out Spot or Blemiſh. | | 


The very Agyptians would not have any thing Offer'd 
to their Gods, which was not Sound, Clean, and Perfett : 
#Ndy xonofbly mebogreruer meers Tis Nets, dard mere TENI2 th) 5ha' 
Suid ex Arift. We Offer nothing that's Lame, but all Things 
Perfeft and Whole : And therefore the Prieſts did care- 
fully ſearch their Victims beth Standing and Lying ; On 
which I might enlarge: much, but ſhall only deſire you to 
ſearch carelully into.all the Parts of your Souls and Bo- 
dics ; and, that you may do it exaQtly, take 'the Advice of 
the Clergy, as the Zpy! did of their Priefts: And 
in all Difficult and D Caſes, expoſe your Hearts to 
their Scrutiny , , lay open the Spots and Stains of your 
Souls*unto Them, that They may Adviſe and Direct you 
how to Waſh and Cleanſe them from all Poliutions and De- 
formiries. 2” 

This is very Neceſſary, but roo much Neglefted : How 
many ruſh to the Altar with their Sacrifice; and not ſee- 
ing the Faulcs thereof, with their roo Partial Eyes, Offer 
that ro God, which is no pleaſing Oblation to Him > To 
prevent which, the Wiſdom of all Proteſtant Churches di- 
res you to Cenſult the Miniſters ; which is ſtill obſerv'd 
by thoſe Humble and Devour Chriſtians who are Dubious 
or Afraid that their Heart, the True Chriſtian Sacrifice, is 
not ſo fit to be Offer'd as it Thould be. 

See then with your Own, -and alfo with Their Eyes, that 
there be no Defilement of Sin in your Hearts; ſtrive to 
have all Sound and Immaculate, and then Offer up to God. 
Take the Apoſtlc's Advice, Heb. X. 22. Let ws draw near 
with a True Heart, in Full Aſſurance of Faith; having our 
Hearts Sprinkled, and our Bodies Waſhed with pure Water. 
Thus mult we Cleanſe and Purifie our Selves, and then ler 
us Sacrifice; for our Bodies muſt have the Qualifications 
and Properties here Required , otherwiſe they will not be 

Accept: 
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Acceptable : Which that you may fully obſerve, Til com 
to the laſt part of the Text, and tell you, 

Fourthly, Your Sacrifice muſt be Living, Holy, Accept- 
able, and Reaſonable. 

Firſt, Living, 4. e. Sound and Quick. In the Antient 
Sacrifices under the Law, @ Beaſt that was Torn or Dead 
was Unclean, and not Acceptable ; they were to be pre- 
ſented Alive, and the Blood to be fpilt at the foot of the 
Ahkar ; And much more under the Goſpel muſt our Sacti- 


- fice be Living, Sound, and Quick; not Decayed or Purrified 


with the Corruption of Sin; They who wallow in Sin are 
an abomination unto the Lord ; as the Soul is the life of 
the Body, ſo is God the life of the Soul : And when a Man 
forſakes God, and induſges himſelf in Sin, he is in a Serb 
pture and Moral ſenſe ſaid to be dead; and oh! how many 
Thouſands are fo in this Diſfolure and Prophane Ape, in 
which Sin flies like Infe&ion into all places, and ſtrikes a 


. Torpor, a Numbneſs, Stupefattion, and Death into the 


Heart 2 We muſt therefore be dead 70 Sin, and alive to God, 
through Feſas Chriſt eur Lord, Rom. VI. 11. We muſt care- 
ſully ſubdue all Incontinent Deſires, and Irregular Inclinati- 
ons, and morrtifie all Earthly AﬀeCtions, and then ſhall our 
Sacrifice be properly called Living; eſpecially if it be offer- 
ed with a Lively, Quick, and Active Faith in Chriſt, which 
we may alſo underſtand by the word Living, and without 
that it is Dead; that being the true Animation and Life 
of the Soul, Z/ab. Il. 44 And being thus qualified, we 
muſt offer conſtantly and continually unto God, which is 
alſo meant by the word Living, and teaches us to be al- 
ways, and in all places, offering up our Sacrifices of Thankſ- 
giving, according to that in Mal. I. 11. I» every place ſhall 
Incence be offered up from the Riſing of the Sun, which agrecy 
with the Apoſtles Command, Epheſ. V. 20. Giving Thanks 
always unto God, Night and Day performing this Duty 


imitating Holy David, who roſe ar Midnight to givo 


Thanks ; 
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"Thabks ; or Se. Punl, who gave Thanks always, x 7be(l, 


which Phraſes ſhew the frequency of their Prai God; 
in which we muſt follow their ſteps, and conſtantly offer 
up our Adorations upon the Altar of a'Grateſul and a. Hg- 
ly hieure,: welich & the: Second QAlification. © + _ -} 
. Secondly, , The -Sacrifice; mutt be - Holy. The: word 
#510; is by ſome derived from 4,6, Yeneratio; Holy Per- 
ſons being moſt worthy of Vencration,, Honour, and Re- 
ſpect. Holyneſs is a Ray of the Divinity,.-and the moſt 
curious -Enamel, and richeſt Qmament of Gheiſtians, which 
makes them of the preateſtivalue in the-ſight-of God and 
Man; -'tis indeed - the Eſſential -GhargGcr .and/;Infalible 
Mark of Saints on Earth, and the higheſh; Glory. of -the 
Anpels above. By this you have an Aﬀinity and Aliange 
to the'King of Heaven; by it you arg:{qted-/and Adopt- 
ed in Chriſt Jeſus for his Sons and 'Favaurites, and are ca- 
pacitated to behold him in all his Glory; and by it you gain 
the AﬀeCtions of all that are Wife and Good, there being a 
moſt charming Beauty .in Holyneſs. Others derive this 
Werd ab « & y4«, to intiniate' that Holy things ſhould 
not be impured or corrupted with the Dregs of the Earth. 
And undoubtedly, if we expedt our Sacrifice ſhould be ac- 
ceptable, it muſt have little of Earth in it ; it muſt be Pure 
and without all Mixture when 'tis preſented to the God of 
Purity. Holynefs in our Lives, and Purity in our Hearts, 
make our Bodies fit Sacrifices, Mat. V. 8. Bleſſed are the 
pure in heart, for they fall ſee God : which Purity excludes 
both Carnality and Hypocrifie, and no mixture or remains 
of them muſt be in the Heart which is given to God; ic 
muſt be very Pure and Holy when 'cis offered unto him. 
Our inward Thoughts muſt be Chaſt, our Wards Medeſt, 
and all our Actions Juſt and Upright, it we intend to. Saczj- 
fice as we ought to do. The Wanton Eye, the Unchaſt 
ue, and the Hypoecritical bleart, will. be an adiaus and 


dercſtable Oblation to the God of Holynets. - All and eye- 
| ry 
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fy. part muſt bd: very:pure and holy; Row. VI. 13; Which: 
may ſtrike no ſmall :dread and rerfor into thoſe, who 2- 


midſt all their Wickednets and Debaucheries, their Rapine 
and-Cruelties, their Covetoaſntſs and Oppreflion, pretend 
re Offer up" any Sacrifice 'unto God. ' Can C/zfua, or any 
Covetoits Man, 'Prefent his Heart'to God, when: the De- 
ſire of Money has the full Poſſeſſion of it 2 ' Shall Cam- 
byes Offer-a Sacrifice of Humility, when the Vaſt Limirs 
ot his Empire can'cConfine hisx00 Loſty and AmbitiousDe. 
fires? Could the Roman Emperours pretehd'they Honou- 
red their Gods, when they Exacted: the Worſhip chat wag 
paid to them, by the fooliſh Crowd of ſgnorant Idolaters ? 
Shall Lewd and Hypoctritical Perſons Offer Oblarions+6f 
Chaſlity and Sincerity, in the midft' of their Secre Imperi- 
ries,. and Sinful Contrivances 2 ' his is ſurely Hypoctitjcal 
Madneſs, and the higheſt fort of Impiery, to be outwardly 
Saints, and inwardly Devils; to put a Mask of Piety on 4 
Bold and Profane Face. God fees through 'all-thefe Vi- 
zards ; and it will Aggravate 6ur Grime,- and Thhance' our 
Guilt, and add-Fewel to rhe Infernal Flames; thits to' Ats 
remptto Deceive Almighty God, who ſees every Cornet and 
Crevice of our Hearts. | p3i* (hF 1. 6 
Let us -net.notithen dare ro: Offer Incenſe unto Heavy 
unleſs 'we' have! Incernal/ Holineſs 221 welwant this; "Wi 
are no' fir 'Sacrifiets for Hin © Ho Will: fhiie' us but of Hig 
Kingdom, and we ſhall never 'behold' His Glorious Face: 
For, Without Holineſs no Man ſhall fee the Lord, Heb: XI1: 
14. No Man, which inclades' AH, ſebiw'the!'Pridee t6-the 
Peaſant; 'and.all men are therefore ded ty bo truly Holy 
and Religious, 'ro' Repear and'Reforny, arid live up tothe 
Rules ot. the ' Goſpe} , 'other wiſe their-Sacrifkce- will not 
be Acceptable: Which is "the (Third! Proficrty” itv the 
Text 04/0007 4 notts abrigtan TL Log 9h 16 5451 
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Thirdly, Your Sacrifice muſt be Acceptable > (ivdgerey ab 

i & gebous ) The Erymology of which word teaches us,that, 
That - Sacrifice is only Pleaſing and Acceptable to God, 
which is Fit, and Proper to be Offered ro Him ; and under 
the Goſpel, nothing is Fit; bur our Selves, Souls and Bodies, 
and they Pure and Holy too; for all other Sacrifices are 
' Aboliſhed by Chriſts Death, and ſocan't be Acceptable now. 
And unlefs our Sacrifices be Exa&ly Agreeable to Geds 
Word, and be offered in True Faith, and 'in-the ſame Way 
and Manner which He has Enjoyn'd, it wor'c pleaſe Him. 
His Word muſt be our Rule ro walk by, and according to 
His Revealed Will therein, muſt ir be done : For us then to 
ſend up ſtrange Incenie will be dangerous and deſtructive : 
To offer up the Sacrifice of Prayer by Interceſſors, as the 
Papiſts do, muft certainly be offenſive to Him, becauſe 'ris 
contrary to His Injun&tions. And it muſt alſo bs done in 
Faith, according to His Inſtruſtions, Row. XIV. 23. All our 
good Works a holy Duties muſt proceed from a Principle 
of Faith 'and | Religion of - Chriſtian Piety and Devorion ; 
and we muſt a ly believe, That God the Father will in 
and through His Soni accept of our Religious Services, our 
As of Charity and Mercy ; otherwiſe they wore avayl 
us. - Without Faith- in, Chvift, - theſe, and- all other good 
Works will fignific nothing i they.are-but Human and Mo- 
ral As, and:not-Chriftian Oblations.' But if they bo thus 
qualified, we need not doubt but they will be very Pleaſing 
md Acceptable, and.alſo Reaſonable, which is the laſt Qua 
.. Fourthly, -Jemaſt: be! Zeq/onab/e,in oppoition to the Sacri- 
fices of Irrational Creatures; under the Law, as Living is be- 
ſore oppoſed to the Dead Bodics among them. And ſo we 
fay in, aue. holy Lyturgy:, when we offer up our Eucha- 
riſt of Praiſe and Thankſgiving, after our Reception of. the 
holy Myſteries, © Here, O Lord,we preſent unto Thee our Selves, 
« our,$08ls and Bodies , to be a Reaſonable, Holy, and Lively 
; 6 Sacrt- 
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*« Sacrifice, Which is an Excellent Comment on my Text, 
which is generally underſtood of a Reaſonable and Spiritu- 
al Sacrifice, contrary to the Antient Sacrifices of bruit Beaſts. 
And ſo all Chriſtian Duties and good Works, are ſtyled Spi- 
ritual Sacrifices, Z7eb XII[.16. The Charity of the Philipps- 
ans to St. Paul, is called an Odour of a ſweet ſmell, a Sacrifice 
Acceptable, well pleafing to God, Phil.IV.18. And the Pro- 
pher, ZZof.IV.2. calls giving of Thanks, the Calves of owr 
Lips ; which the Apoſtle words, The Fruit of our Lips, Heb. 
XIII. 15. By Him therefore let us offer the Sacrifice of Praiſe 
to Godl continually,that is, the Fruit of our Lips, giving Thanks 
to His Name. 

Let us then conſtantly Offer up this our Reaſonable Ser. 
vice, ſuch Worſhip as is moſt agreeable to Reaſon, and moſt 
proper for ſo Pure a Deity, in a Rational, Orderly, and 
Diſcreet Manner, obſerving the Abilities of our Bodies, and 
the Seaſonableneſs of Time and Place, Let us Bleſs, Prailc, 
and Adore Him for all His Mercies: Let the Sound of our 
Adorations on Earth, be like that of the Saints in Heaven; 
Like the Yoice of many Waters and mighty Thundrings, Rev. 
XIX.6. Let us raiſe our Hearts to the higheſt Pitch of De- 
votion, and loudly reſound His Praiſes, for His great and 
wonderful Mercies, both National and Particular, which He 
hath beſtowed upon us: Let us love Him with all our Hearts, 
and with all our Souls, & be cloſe United to Him in the ftrict- 
eſt Bonds of Duty and Obediencr,for the Miraculous Reco- 
Qion of this Kingdom ; and by thar, the Continuance of the 
Proteſtant Religion among us ; which is a full Compenſation 
for all your Loſſes. What would you have given Three Years 
ſince, for the Liberty and Freedom which you now enjoy ? 
How highly would the poor French Proteſtants who are yer 
in Exile and Baniſhment, prize and value theſe Incſtimable 
Bleſſings? How would they rejoyce to return home, and 
praiſe God intheir own Countrey, as you'do this day ? 

| Let us then live up to this great Mercy, and walkan- 
D {werable 
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fwerable to this wonderſul Bleſſing ; and let us fin mo more; 
left a worſe thing come unto us. Let vs allſtudy what Duties, 
what Services, what AQts of Religion are moſt pleaſing to 
our God, and let usinceſſantly perform them. And among 
them, let our firſt care be to Build the Public Places of His 
Worſhip, and conſtantly attend them ; and let all Return to 
the Boſom of that Church which ſtood immoveablc in the 
late Storms and Tempeſts ; and let Unity and Uniformity 
be the firſt great Demonſtration of our Thankfulneſs. We 
know the Advantages we gave our Enemies by onr Unrea- 
ſonable Divifions ; and let there now be a General Union 
and Coalition among us, leſt our Diviſion ſhould ar laſt end 
in Deſtruction. 

Let our late Mercies Unite us in Aﬀetion and Judgment; 
and let our Condeſcending Temper and Moderation be known 
untoall Men: Let us be of one Heart and one Mind, and Pi- 
oufly Joyn in our Public Thankſgivings : Let us Joytully 
Mect in the Houſe of the Lord, which our Adverſarics De- 
filed wich Superſtition ; and here let us Conſecrate both our 
Souls and Bodies to His Service, and Reſolve while we live, 
to Admire and Adore His Love, His Goodneſs and Power, 
1m all our Deliverances; and let us not by our Unthank(ſul.- 
neſs provoke Him to Puniſh us any more : Let us daily me- 
ditate of the Wonders which He hath wrought for us; and 
let no Sin be more odious tous than Ingratitude to the God 
of Mercies, 'Tis a Crime ſo horrid and unnatural betwixt 
Man and Man, that no Epithet can reach ir, no words can 
ſufficiently aggravate it; and therefore they ingeniouſly 
conclude, $i Ingratum dixeris, omnia dixeris; tor it contains 
all init ſelf; and you can't ſtigmatize.a Man more, than to. 
call him Ingrateful. The Medes had Laws to puniſh it, and 
in all Ages Eternal Marks of Infamy are put on thoſe: 
who were guilty of it. How are the Athenians branded in 
Hiſtory for thetr Ingratitudeto the Juſt Ariſtides > And the 
Lacedemonians, for their Unthankfulneſs to the Wiſe Lycur- 
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gar, afrer rheir long-and good Government 2 What Puniſh: 
menrt'then will be preat enough for our Ingraticude to that 
All wife God, who Governs, Guides and Dires us ; who 
has ſo often gone out with our Armies, and fought our Bat- 
tels, and Delivered us from the Hand of our Enemies whes 
- they roſe np againſt uw ; and by His ſtrong and mighty Arm 
hath now Sertl'd us, as He did the /ſraelites of old, in our 
Countrey again 2 Well may we fay, as they did then of 
- themſelves, That our God haz puniſh'd us leſs than our Iniqui- 
ties deſerved; and ſeeing He has given us ſuch a Deliverance 
as this, fheuld we again break Flis Commandments, and joyn 
in Afinity with the People of theſe Abominations 2 Ezra IX. 
I3, 14. Nocertainly, If we go, He can ſoon plague us 
with Freſh and Greater Puniſhments than we have yer felt : 
He can ſend His Deſtroying Angel among us, and ſweepus 
all away ; or He canbring in our Great Enemy from Abroad, 
who Burns and Deſtroys all before him, and hath in a few 
years Conſumed many Flouriſhing Countreys in Germany, 
Treves, and Alſace; and now Threatens the Deſtruction of 
theſe Nations, and the utter Ruine and Subverſion of our 
Church and Stare. 

Let me therefore perſwade you,as Ezra did the Jews upon 
their Reſtoration, To make your Confeſſhon unto the Lord God of 
your Fathers, and do His Pleaſure, Ezra X 11. And as they 
did then ſwear that they would do according to His Word, 
do you this day make Holy Vows and Reſolutions to ſerve 
the Lord, to keep His Laws, and obſerve His Statutcs, leſt 
as he threatens them in Chap.IX. Verſ.14. He be angry with 
us till Fe have Conſumed us, ſo that there ſhould be no Rem- 
nant nor Eſcaping any more. 

To prevent which, letme beg of you, To Offer up your 
Selves, both Souls and Bodics, to rhe Lord ; to Dedicare 
and Devote your Selves to His Service ; to purifie your Con- 
feiences from Dead Works, and with all Thanktulneſs to ſerve 
the Living God : And do you now immediately Cleanſe 
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your Bodies from all Pollutions, that they may be fit Tem- 
ples for the Lord to dwell in, and your Hearts clean Altars 
to Sacrifice on in thoſe Temples. And for your Religion 
and Countrey's ſake, and for your own Souls fake, do ye 
no longer Sacrifice to your Luſts and Paſſions, ro the Deyil 
and the World; but ler all your Sacrifices be ſtill-ro God, 
and let them be qualified according to this Text, and then 
ſhall they and you be Acceptable unto the Lord here, and 
He will continue your Public ang Private Mercies to you in 
this World; and will at laſt Admit you into His Holy Tem- 
ple, to Offer up a Ccleſtial and Eternal Sacrifice, among 
Infinite Numbers of other Bleſſed Adorers, where you will 
ſing Everlaſting Praiſes and Halle)ujahs to Him for all His 
Mercies ; and will behold His Glories with Love and Ad- 
miration for Evermore, Which God of His Infinite Mercy 
grant we may all do, and that for the. ſake of our moſt 
Merci{ul Saviour : To whom, with God the Father, and 


the Holy Ghoſt, be all Honour and Glory now and for 
"4 __Eycr. 


Amen, Amen, 


